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The Contribution of Agriculture to Wisconsin County Economies 

Why did we undertake this project? 

•  Provides a mechanism to have a 
conversation at the county level about the 
role of agriculture in the economy. 

•  Provides basic information to help inform 
state and local economic growth and 
development policies. 
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The Contribution of Agriculture to Wisconsin County Economies 

Three parts to today’s presentation: 

1.  Overview of agricultural trends relative to 
the Wisconsin economy. 

2.  What are the Wisconsin “agricultural 
clusters”? 

3.  What are the patterns across Wisconsin 
counties? 
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The contributions of agriculture to the Wisconsin 
economy were documented in 2009 (2007 data) 

  353,991 jobs (10% of total employment) 

  $59.16 billion in total business sales (12.5 %) 

  $20.2 billion of total income (about 9%) 

Note:  Agriculture is defined to include on-farm 
production and food processing 
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Trends show recent stability in farm and food 
processing employment 

   Advances in technology have allowed farmers and 
food processors to gain significant cost savings 
independent of scale  

   Many advances from labor-saving technologies 

   Trends suggest that agriculture is not a declining 
industry, but that it is becoming less labor intensive – 
modest cushion during recession 

   What role does the local food movement play into 
these patterns? 
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Methodology  

   Using input-output analysis small changes in 
one part of the economy can be tracked 
through the entire economy 

   For example, the expansion of dairy farms 
(or food processor) in the local economy 
introduces new or additional levels of spending 
in the local economy  
•    Direct, indirect and induced impacts 
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For the analysis of county level economic impacts, 
IMPLAN (Impact analysis for PLANning) was used  

  Minnesota IMPLAN Group provides detailed data bases 
that include county level data (2008 data) 

 Databases include 19 on-farm sectors and 33 
agricultural processing sectors 

  Data comes from BEA-REIS, County Business Patterns 
and the Economic Censuses (including the Census of 
Agriculture) 
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County Ag Economic Impacts - Broad Conclusions 

1.  In some, mostly larger, more urban counties, 
impacts (jobs, business sales and income) are 
large but as a percentage of the entire county 
economy, not as large as many more rural 
counties 

2.  In many, more rural counties economic impacts 
may or not be large, but as a percentage of the 
local county economy they are large 
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County Ag Economic Impacts - Broad Conclusions 

Food Processing is Very Important! 

  Dairy (cheese, yogurt, fluid milk, evaporated milk, 
cheese packaging, etc.) 
  Meat (slaughtering and processing) 
  Bakeries  
  Breweries 
  Vegetables (beans, corn, peas, etc.)  
  Fruit (cranberry, cherry, apple, etc.) 
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Summary: 

Stability in farm & food processing employment 

Some subsectors are strengths for Wisconsin  
 Are there subsectors we could be supporting more to 
improve linkages between production and processing? 

Agriculture is very important in most WI Counties 
  Rural and urban 
  Food processing is really important! 
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Questions 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/wisag/ 


