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Fruit and tree nuts are important staples in the 

diet, and many types are grown in Georgia due to 

its favorable climate.  Famous for the production of 

peaches, the state is also a major producer of pe-

cans.  In recent years, the production of grapes, 

blueberries, and other fruits has increased, leading 

to a demand for further processing of certain com-

modities.  The fruit and nut industry is a vital com-

ponent of Georgia agriculture. 

⇒ The fruit and nut industry 

producers and processors 
directly employ 4,872 
workers in Georgia which 
include full-time and part-
time jobs. 

⇒ Indirect employment (those relying on the fruit and 
nut industry) provides an additional 2,518 jobs. This 
group includes those who provide supplies and inputs 
to the fruit and nut industry, such as manufacturers 
of nut shellers and other post-harvest processing 
equipment. Increased wage spending creates jobs in 
other sectors, such as retail sales and health services. 

⇒ A total of 7,390 jobs are created due to the fruit 

and nut industry in Georgia. 

⇒ Fruit and nut industry producers and proces-

sors create direct sales of $546.1 million. 

⇒ These sales, in turn, generate additional sales 

in the state economy, creating another 

$319.5 million of indirect economic impact. 

⇒ Fruit and nut industry production generates a 

total economic impact of $865.6 million for 

the State of Georgia. 

EMPLOYMENT IMPACT OUTPUT IMPACT 

⇒ This study used an input-
output model called IMPLAN 
to determine the effects of 
the fruit and nut industry in 
Georgia. 

 
⇒ Data used came from IMPLAN as well as from the 

2006 Farm Gate Value Report.  Production includes 
the major industrial sectors included in this series.  
Processing includes all industries which rely directly 
on the production of agricultural products in Georgia. 
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GEORGIA FRUIT & NUT FACTS: 

• Fruit and nut crop production had a total 
farm gate value of $306 million in 2006. 

• The beautiful rabbiteye blueberry is native 
to Georgia which now has the 4th largest 
blueberry production in the U.S. 
(USDA/NASS)      

• Georgia’s pecan production ranked 1st 
among all U.S. states in 2005. (USDA/ERS) 

• Peaches have long been a Georgia trade-
mark and are now the state's official fruit. 
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